A rapid, manual test for amylase at 52C.
A simple modification of an alpha-amylase (E.C. 3.2.1.1.) procedure, using blue starch substrate, permits quantitative results after three minutes of incubation. The procedure, performed on blank, control, and unknown speciemns, takes advantage of the heat stability of the enzyme and provides immediate and reliable data for acutely ill patients. The performance characteristics of the test on serum and urine are described. The method is distinctly advantageous in prividing rapid results for serum amylase, urine amylase, and amylase clearance in patients with suspected pancreatitis.